
Canadian Lumber – Quality Assurance from Manufacture to Use
When lumber is used in structural applications, it must perform appropriately to ensure the �nished building is safe for public use. In Canada, this 

assurance is achieved via a complex system of product standards, engineering design standards and building codes; which are put into e�ect through 
grading oversight, technical support and a regulatory framework. 

Lumber and other building 
products are transformed into 

residential, commercial and 
other building types. Building 

professionals design and 
construct wood structures 

following the building code 
with due consideration for 

public health and safety.

Sawmills break logs down into 
dimensional lumber and other 
wood products.

Standards Development 
Organizations such as the Canadian 
Standards Association (CSA) develop 

lumber-related standards, test standards 
and engineering design standards for wood.

The National Research Council (NRC) 
develops the National Building Code of 
Canada (NBCC), a model building code, 

which is adopted and enforced by 
the provinces and 

territories.

Re
gulatory Framework

The Canadian Wood Council (CWC) and 
FPInnovations (FPI) provide support for the 

development and maintenance of lumber design 
values for NLGA structural lumber grades.

CWC ensures lumber and wood building systems are 
accurately represented in the building codes and 

provides that information to engineers, architects, 
code o�cials and other users.

FPI undertakes research to support the 
use of lumber products in 

structural applications

Technical Support

TM

The Canadian Lumber Standards 
Accreditation Board (CLSAB) approves the 

NLGA Grading rules and product standards and 
accredits and supervises Grading Agencies in the 

monitoring of lumber manufacturers.

The Grading Agencies train and supervise graders 
at facilities and regularly review mill grading 

and operations.

The National Lumber Grades Authority (NLGA) 
writes the grading rules and develops and 

monitors engineering design values for 
structural lumber grades.

Grading Oversight

The development and maintenance of 
lumber design values for Canadian species 
includes testing of grade stamped lumber. 


